PHILVS 513: Capstone Workshop

SAMPLE SYLLABUS
Instructors: Sara Goering and Jean Roberts (Or the two faculty members who have taught the most recent iterations of PHILVS 511 and 512)

Course Description:

This is the final and concluding requirement for the Values in Society Graduate Certificate. Students in that Program will take this course after having completed their other course requirements, in particular, the two required core courses: PHILVS 511: Ethics Matters and PHILVS 512: Justice Matters. This workshop is intended to provide an interdisciplinary forum for program students to share, collaborate on, and further develop work from  earlier program courses. The workshop will meet regularly during the quarter, and students will take turns presenting some of their work that focuses on values issues, and commenting formally on the work of others.  Students will also work closely with the faculty instructors in preparation for the workshop meetings.  
Course Objectives:
In this interdisciplinary conference-like setting, students will gain practice at communicating effectively about complex and sometimes highly charged issues.  They will also learn to be creative and flexible about their scholarship, as they will be asked to apply their research and insights to potentially quite different areas and topics.  Although submission for publication is not required, the aim of the capstone is for students to develop a paper on ethics suitable for submission for publication.

Course Requirements:

The first meeting of the course will be an organizational meeting at which each student enrolled in the course will say what the topic of their contribution will be. A schedule of presentations will then be drawn up. 
Each student will then circulate a paper of at least 8 pages and no more than 20 pages to the other students and the instructors two weeks in advance of the scheduled discussion of that paper. Each of the other students will submit a response paper of 3-5 pages to the group one week in advance of the discussion, unless there are more than eight students in the class, in which case students will be asked to comment on only one of each week’s presentations.  (That is, no one will have to comment on more than one paper in any given week.) Finally, each student will revise his or her work in light of the comments and discussion in the workshop sessions.
Grading: 35% of each student’s grade will be based on comments on others’ work, and the other 65% on the final version of his or her own work.
